Alaska Court System Structure and
Flow of Civil and Criminal Appeals

Supreme Court

o Final appellate jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases ide Court A

 Hears all appeals from Superior Court decisions in civil cases.

o Exercises discretion to accept: o Chief Justice of Supreme Court is
o Criminal appeals from Court of Appeals responsible for court administration
o Petitions from non-final civil decisions by the Superior Court and delegates responsibility to
o Original applications (matters in which relief is not otherwise Administrative Director

available: bar admissions, attorney discipline matters,
questions of state law certified by federal courts)
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Superior Court

Trial court for criminal and civil cases
Hears appeals of District Court and administrative agency
decisions.

Hears divorce and custody cases

Hears child abuse and neglect cases

Hears cases about property of deceased or incompetent persons
Hears cases about involuntary commitment of persons to
institutions for the mentally ill
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District Court

o Hears state misdemeanors and city and borough ordinances.
o Hears civil cases valued to $100,000
o Hears small claims cases up to $10,000
o Hears protective order cases (domestic violence, stalking,
sexual assault)
o Hears cases involving children on an emergency basis
o Hears first appearances and preliminary hearings in felony cases






